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    THE 64TH ANNUAL FIRST SPECIAL SERVICE FORCE 
           ASSOCIATION REUNION AFTER ACTION REPORT 

By: Bill Woon 
 
 The 64th Annual Reunion of the First Special Service Force Association was held 
at the Red Lion Colonial Inn, Helena, MT on August 11 – 14, 2010. The activities started 
on Wednesday with an impressive static display of modern day equipment and weapons 
by the 19th and 20th Special Forces Groups.  Wednesday evening everyone gathered in 
the ballroom for a Meet and Greet with cocktails, hors d’oeuvres, and an evening of 
visiting and catching up since the 2009 Halifax reunion.  

 Thursday was a business day, with the first Board of Directors and General 
Business meetings held in the morning. The static display hosted by the 19th and 20th 
SFGs continued throughout the day. The joint men’s and women’s luncheon was honored 
by the presence of several state Adjutant Generals and members of the National Guard 
Bureau. Thursday afternoon one group took the Gates of the Mountains boat trip up the 
Missouri River while a second group traveled to Ft Harrison to climb the infamous 
“Muscle Mountain”. Thursday concluded with visiting and stories in the no host 
hospitality room.  

 Friday we enjoyed a day at Ft Harrison, with the weather not fully cooperating. The buses arrived at Ft 
Harrison at 9:30 a.m. and people were toured around the post and saw many of the buildings that the FSSF 
occupied in 1942/1943. Chaplain Ken DuVall, State Chaplain, Montana National Guard, conducted a service in 
the Ft Harrison Chapel. The Chapel is the same Chapel the FSSF men attended while they were training in 
Helena.  Following the Chapel service, the recently completed addition to the Montana Military Museum was 
dedicated.  A panel created by Helena artist Matt Egan depicting the lineage of the FSSF to US Special Forces 
Groups and the Canadian Special Operations Regiment was presented to the Museum by FSSF members Jack 
Martin and Bill Story.  Following lunch at the Service Club, we were bussed to the Ft Harrison training range to 
observe an air assault by 19th and 20th Special Forces Group teams. The buses then moved to the firing range 
where SFG team members demonstrated the weapons used in modern day warfare (see picture of FSSF vet, 
Jack Knight, on page 6). Friday evening the reunion again gathered in the ballroom for an evening of music and 
visiting.  

 Saturday morning we moved to the First Special Service Force Monument for the Memorial Service. 
Twenty FSSF Members were escorted to the park by the Helena Police Department, Lewis and Clark County 
Sherriff’s Department, and US Army Special Forces Motorcycle Club National President Bill Waldron and 
Montana Chapter President Bill Jacobson.  Special Forces Association Chapter XXVIII conducted the service 
under the direction of Chapter President COL (Ret) Ike Slaughter.  LCol John Vass, Commander, Canadian 
Special Operations Regiment, was the guest speaker.  Following the Memorial Service, we were invited to 
attend a concert being held in Memorial Park. The concert was hosted by Montana Supporting Soldiers and 
featured local artist Linda Lanier.   
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 The closing banquet on Saturday evening was held at the Red Lion Colonial Inn, with 277 attending. 
The emcee for the banquet was Dr. Ken Finlayson, Historian, U.S. Army Special Warfare Center and School. 
Keynote Speaker was MG Thomas Csrnko, Commanding General, U.S. Army John F. Kennedy Special 
Warfare Center and School.  Association President Jack Martin presented the Past President Award to Gene 
Gutierrez (who was not there due to a severe eye injury). The Canadian General Frederick Award was presented 
to MCpl Josh Degraaf, CSOR, by Bill Story, and the U.S. General Frederick Award was presented to MSG 
William J. Dickinson, 10th SFG, by Bill Rachui.  Charlie Mann was the recipient of the Eugene McCormick 
Award.  The evening concluded with dancing to the Capital City Swing Band.  

 It has been an honor to host the 64th Annual First Special Service Force Association Reunion.  Thank 
you to everyone for your support and assistance.  It is humbling to be in the presence of the elite men of the 
FSSF, and the men and women of the United States and Canadian Armed Forces who continue to uphold the 
“Spirit of the Force”.  We look forward to seeing you next year in Edmonton.  

 
LIST OF ATTENDEES AT THE 2010 FSSFA REUNION 

 
Adam, Cooke, 582 Frasen Ave, Ottawa, ON K2A 2R4 (FSSF LHG) 
Adam, Mark and Wendy, 302-3100 Kirwin Ave, Mississauga, ON L5A 3S6 (FSSF relation, Gordon C. Forbes) 
Anderson, Jackie, John, Kristin and Stan, 974 Riley Rd., Parksville BC V9P 2B4 (FSSF relation, Ernest Chipchase) 
Anderson, Jannie, 11 Delta Ave, Burnaby, BC V5B 3C3 (FSSF relation, James H. Anderson) 
Bailey, James M., P.O. Box 1328, Chester, CA 96020 (FSSF relation, Clay T. Bailey) 
Baker, Brandi, 1230 Bonnie Dr, Havre, MT 59501 (FSSF relation, Dave Woon) 
Barry, MAJ Kevin (3-PPCLI) 
Battise, Jacquelyn, 8503 Braesdale, Houston, TX 77071 (FSSF relation, Daniel W. Battise) 
Beaton, Sr., Kenneth P., 605 Highland St., Carson City, NV 89703-4818, (FSSF relation, Richard E. Daigle) 
Beaudette, COL Francis (1st SFG(A)) 
Bhagan, Mary and Elizabeth, P.O. Box 76, Lunenburg, NS B0J 2C0 (FSSF relation, France A. Harvey) 
Blasi, Gianni, Artena, Italy 
Bolen, MWO W.A. (CSOR) 
Breakstone, Angie, 1709 Southgate Court, Adrian, MI 49221 (FSSF relation, Morris Breakstone) 
Brisette, CWO D.J.L. (CSOR) 
Brugh, Bob, (SFA Chapter XXXVIII) 
Brum, Albert, HQ2, Reg., 46-133 Nahiku St., Kaneohe, HI 96744 
Bryant, Jack, 2-1, P.O. Box 236, Fulton, TZ 78358 
Bucci, Luciano, Venafro, Italy 
Buckley, Dan, 460 Pray Rd., Ogdensburg, NY 13669 (FSSF relation, Robert S. Buckley) 
Burbidge, Allen E., 2526 Shore Rd W., RR#3 Granville Ferry, Delaps Cove, NS B0S 1K0 (FSSF relation, S.W. Burbidge) 
Campagna, Alessandro, Venafro, Italy 
Cann, Chris and David, 302-3100 Kirwin Ave., Mississauga ON L5A 3S6 (FSSF relation, Gordon C. Forbes) 
Chapman, Lee A., 3847 Hartley Bridge Rd., Macon, GA 31216 (FSSF relation, James P. Loflin) 
Chute, Joanne and Dick, 308 Ashley Cr SE., Calgary, AB 308 Ashley Cr SE (FSSF relation, Jack Knight) 
Clarke, John, 12026 - 104 Street NW, Edmonton AB T5G 2L4 (FSSF relation, Joseph T. Jamieson) 
Connell, Kenneth and Pamela, 15 Country Lane, Petawawa, ON K8H 3E2 (FSSF relation, Emil Brodofski) 
Coppage, MAJ Kelly (5th SFG(A)) 
Corbett, Leonard 3-2, Pat and Randy, 132-99 Arbour Lake Rd NW., AB T3G 4E4 
Crawford, David and Ellen, 602-1152 Sunset Dr., Kelowna, BC V1Y 9R7 (FSSF relation, Ole J. Pederson) 
Csrnko, MG Thomas (CG USAJFKSWCS) 
Dallimore, John, P.O. Box 411, Mt. Albert, ON L0G 1M0 (FSSF LHG) 
Dauphinais, Jen, Joe, Kit and Sandy, RR1, Alexander, MB R0K 0A0 (FSSF relation, Joe Dauphinais) 
DeGraaf, MCpl J.C. and Rebecca (CSOR - Frederick Award) 
Delaney, Lorraine, 602-320 Centrum Blvd., Ottawa, ON K1E 3X9 (FSSF relation, Roger R. Lavallee) 
Demerino, Fran, 142 Parkview Ave., Toronto, ON M2N 3Y7 (FSSF relation, Gordon Hancock) 
Dempsey, Sandy, 7477 Exeter Place, Castle Rock, CO 80108 (FSSF relation, Albert Brum) 
Dennis, Barbara and Howie, 295 Glenway Circle, Newmarket ON L3Y 7S8 (FSSF relation, Gordon Hancock) 
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Dickinson, MSG William J., Barbara, Eileen and Fallon (10th SFG(A) - Frederick Award) 
Domon, William, 4-1, #5 Herring Street, Hastings, Victoria, Australia  3915 
DuVall, COL and Mrs. Ken (Montana National Guard) 
Edmonds, SGM Tom (19th SFG(A)) 
Finlayson, Dr. Kenn (USAJFKSWCS) 
Forbes, Angela and Bob, 1734 25th Line Rd N., Haliburton, ON  K0M 1S0 (FSSF relation, Gordon Forbes) 
Forward, Karen, (FSSF relation, Gene Forward) 
Freese, Gary and Judy, 429 W. 1st St., Monticello, IA 52310 (FSSF relation, Carl H. Siebels) 
Freve, Marc, 32 Vendome, Gatineau, QC J8T 1V3 
Furman, Jack, 6-1, 8805 Kalview Dr., Vernon, BC  V1B 1Y2 
Furniss, SGM Gerald (10th SFG(A)) 
Glass, Joe 1-2, Dorothy, Bob and Donna, 915 Saddle Dr Apt # 365, Helena, MT 59601 
Gordon, Nathan, 141 Faraday St., Ottawa, ON (FSSF relation, Tom Gordon) 
Grabiec, Mike, 32 Cranberry Cresc RR5, Kempville, ON K0G 1J0 (FSSF relation, W.J. Grabiec) 
Graffen, Chantel, Karen and William, 974 Riley Rd., Parksville, BC  V9P 2B4 (FSSF relation, Ernest Chipchase) 
Hakes, Carol and Wayne, 2815 N.E. 56th Street, Kansas City, MO Kansas City (FSSF relation, Roger (Buck) Boyd) 
Hamon, MCpl E.C. (CSOR) 
Hancock, Donald, 142 Parkview Ave., North York, ON M2N 3Y7 (FSSF relation, Gordon Hancock) 
Hardin, CW5 Jeffrey (1st SFG(A)) 
Hart, John and Ingrid, 3047 Cottonwood Way SW, Medicine Hat, AB T1B 4J6 (FSSF relation, Geoffrey Hart) 
Hartridge, Peter and Sherry, 2892 Lower Six Mile Rd, Nelson, BC V1L 6L7 (FSSF relation, Jack Martin) 
Hessell, MWO Darren (3-PPCLI) 
Higgins, Cpl W. P. (CSOR) 
Hillys, Kathy, 7489 Willow Brook Dr., Spring Hill, FL Spring Hill (FSSF relation, Kenneth P. Thelen) 
Hofeld, Cindy, Kerry, Josh, Rayna, Tricia and Travis, 9323 N 239th St., Forest Lake, MN 55025 (FSSF relation, Harold 
 (Ted) Johnson) 
Homan, Patti, 7489 Willow Brook Dr., Spring Hill, FL 34606 (FSSF relation, Kenneth P. Thelen) 
Hope-Woolman, Elaine, 3558 Kawagama Lake Rd. P.O. Box 271, Dorset, ON P0A 1E0 (FSSF relation, Myrle T. "Buck" 
 Woolman) 
Hudson, Marilyn, 360 Barney St, Unit C, Helena, MT 59602 (FSSF relation, Roy Hudson) 
Husman, Donna and Joe, 114 El Camino, Monticello, IA 52310 (FSSF relation, Carl H. Siebels) 
Jenkins, CW2, Jerry (5th SFG(A)) 
Johnson, Laurie, 1699 Iglehart Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota 55104 (FSSF relation, Harold (Ted) Johnson) 
Jordan, Carol and Larry, 2245 Ponderosa Avenue, Kamloops, BC V2B 4V8 (FSSF relation, Geoffrey Hart) 
Kasoff, Herman, 3-2, 31935 W 14 Mile Rd, Apt 122, Farmington Hills, MI 48334-1160 
Keating, Marla, 3525 71st Ave W., University Place, WA 98466 (FSSF relation, Frank Keating) 
King, Sylvia and Tate King, 12040 3rd ST NE., Blaine, MN 55434 (FSSF relation, Daniel W. Battise) 
Knight, J.L. “Jack”, 2-2, 213 W-751-1 Ave S., Lethbridge, AB T1J 4N7 
Koonar, Karen, 1410 Joliet Ave SW., Calgary, AB T2T 1S2 
Krus, Frank, 888 Mason Lane, Des Plaines, IL 60016 
Lamont, Bear, 10522 – 124, Edmonton, AB T5N 1R9 
Langston, Judith, 1851 Mount Olive Rd., Fairmont, GA 30139 (FSSF relation, Thomas W. Phillips) 
LeCuyer, Therese, 602-320 Centrum Blvd., Ottawa, ON K1E 3X9 (FSSF relation, Roger R. Lavallee) 
Libby, Julia, 1723 E. North Crescent, Spokane, WA 99207 (FSSF relation, Douglas Libby) 
Lorie, Beverly R., 2025 E Lincoln St, Apt 2215, Bloomington, IL 61701 (FSSF relation, Orrin McNally) 
MacKinnon, Maureen, 114 Mayflower Crescent, AB (FSSF relation, Malcolm MacKinnon) 
MacKinnon-Chisholm, Gwen, P.O. Box 1240, Rocky Mountain House, AB T4T 1R9 (FSSF relation, M. MacKinnon) 
MacKinnon, Trevor, P.O. Box 1240, Rocky Mountain House, AB T4T 1R9 (FSSF relation, Malcolm MacKinnon) 
MacNeil, Michael, 27 Algonquin Trail, RR #4, Coldwater, ON L0K 1E0 (FSSF LHG) 
Maich, Gail, 295 Glenway Circle, Newmarket, ON L3Y 7S8 (FSSF relation, Gordon Hancock) 
Marchand, Dwayne and Lynn Mann, 2538 - 204 St., Langley  BC (FSSF relation, Jack Martin) 
Martin, Bryan and Marilyn, 4404 – 36th Ave., Ponoka, AB T4J 1A3 (FSSF relation, Jack Martin) 
Martin, Howard and Miyeko, 3535 McCulloch Rd., Kelowna BC V1W 4R8 (FSSF relation, Jack Martin) 
Martin, Jack, 6-2, 23-38 High Street, Nelson BC V1L 6E7 
Martin, Ronald J., 6418 Mary Jane Crescent, Ottawa ON K1C 3C3 (FSSF relation, Jack Martin) 
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Matthias, William, 6917 44th St W., Tacoma, WA (FSSF relation, Melvin Matthias) 
Maxwell, Bob, 360 Barney St, Unit C, Helena, MT 59602 (FSSF relation, Roy Hudson) 
McEtchin, Stan 2-1, and Eileen Robbins, 70 Wayland Rd., Paradise, CA 95969 
McKay, MCpl R.A. (CSOR) 
McNally, Kyle, P.O. Box 411, Mt. Albert, ON L0G 1M0 (FSSF LHG) 
McNamara, Mike (SFA Chapter XXXVIII) 
Merritt, Roxanne, 3310 Hutton Pl., Fayetteville, NC 28303 
Morgensen, Eric and Tristalene (and kids), 8200 Lariat Trail NW., Bremerton, WA 98311 (FSSF relation, Herb Goodwin) 
Mundy, Capt. G.M. (CSOR) 
Munia, Ginger, 7489 Willow Brook Dr., Spring Hill, FL 34606 (FSSF relation, Kenneth P. Thelen) 
Nary, Linda, 605 Highland St., Carson City NV 89703-4818 (FSSF relation, Richard E. Daigle) 
Newman, Donald C., 7517 NW 38th Street, Bethany, OK 73008 (FSSF relation, John Nolan Newman) 
Nigh, Jason, 406-42 Summerside Boulevard, Sherwood Park, AB T8H 0C3 (FSSF relation, Myrle T. "Buck" Woolman) 
Norton, Charles and Virginia, 1140 Basil Road, McLean, VA 22101 
Oelkers, Rose (FSSF relation, Dave Woon) 
Oliveira, MAJ Brandon (USAJFKSWCS) 
Olson, Corliss, 133 Pine Ridge Trail, Madison, WI 53717 (Andrew Olson & Karl Olson) 
Oman, Susie, 7489 Willow Brook Dr., Spring Hill, FL 34606 (FSSF relation, Kenneth P. Thelen) 
Paquette, Diane and Claude Poirier, 31 des Archanges, Gatineau, QC J8T 3E8 (FSSF relation, Wilfrid Paquette) 
Paquette, Wilfrid, 4-2, 31 des Archanges, Gatineau, QC J8T 3E8 
Pate, Sam McNally and Thomas, P.O. Box 87, Parrish, AL 35580 (FSSF relation, Orrin McNally) 
Pettengill, CSM (USAJFKSWCS) 
Phillips, Candra E., 2405 Sherrod Rd., Knoxville, TN 37920 (FSSF relation, Thomas W. Phillips) 
Pinkney, CSM Winston (20th SFG(A)) 
Planger, Henry 3-3, P.O. Box 337, Pincher Creek, AB T0K 1W0 
Planger, Lyle, P.O. Box 337, Pincher Creek, AB T0K 1W0 (FSSF relation, Henry Planger) 
Plunkett, Janice and Lisa, 206 Westview Dr., Missoula, MT 59803-1531 (FSSF relation, Robert Plunkett) 
Prendergast, MG (RET) Gene and Kathy (Montana National Guard) 
Rachui, Bill 6-3, 122 Wellsboro Court, King, NC 27021 
Rachui, Cathy 122 Wellsboro Court, King, NC 27021 (FSSF relation, Bill Rachui) 
Radcliffe, Mark 3-3 and Edie, 915 Saddle Dr #120, Helena, MT 59601 
Radcliffe, Bob and Jeanette 53 Hitchingpost Rd, Bozeman, MT 59715 (FSSF relation, Mark Radcliffe) 
Rauen, MAJ Brian (10th SFG(A)) 
Rice, Bradley and Brett, 12013-95th Street, Edmonton, AB T5G 1M6 (FSSF relation, Victor Rice) 
Rice, James, Philip, and Stephen, 2053 State RD 35, Milltown, WI 54858 (FSSF relation, H V Rice) 
Rice, Victor, 918 Springfield Drive, 918 Springfield Drive, NV 89410 (FSSF relation, Harland Victor Rice) 
Robertson, Graham, 21 Glen Manor Drive, Toronto ON M4E 2X3 (FSSF LHG) 
Ruby, Larry, 1723 E. North Crescent, Spokane, WA 99207 (FSSF relation, Douglas Libby) 
Rudick, Hazel L., 361 Orangewood Dr., Lafayette, LA 70503 (FSSF relation, Walter J. Rudick) 
Rusconi, Garth D., 22 Rutley St., Regina SK S4R 5Y6 (FSSF relation, A.G. Rusconi) 
Rusconi, Jerry 2-1, #604-1801 McIntyre Street, Regina, SK S4P 4W8 
Russell, Marilyn, 295 Glenway Circle, Newmarket, ON L3Y 7S8 (FSSF relation, Gordon Hancock) 
Sazama, Nancy, 7489 Willow Brook Dr., Spring Hill, FL 34606 (FSSF relation, Kenneth P. Thelen) 
Schmid, Judy, 440 E. Haskell Street, West St. Paul, MN 55118 (FSSF relation, Harold (Ted) Johnson) 
Schober, Jan, 361 Debbie Drive, Waukesha, WI 53186 (FSSF relation, Al Schober) 
Schober, Robert A., 5811 Heatherwood Ln., Rockford, IL 61109-4022 (FSSF relation, Al Schober) 
Scoggin, Charles and Tamar, 5011 Eldorado Springs Drive, Boulder, CO 80303 (FSSF relation, Charles Scoggin) 
Shaw, COL William (10th SFG(A)) 
Shelton, Don, 25 Brock Street, Kitchner, ON N2M 1X2 (FSSF relation, Leslie D. Shelton) 
Slaughter, Ike and Brenda (SFA Chapter XXXVIII) 
Smith, Sara, 114 Orchard Drive, P.O. Box 185, Thornbury, ON N0H 2P0 (FSSF relation, Myrle T. "Buck" Woolman) 
Smith-Rogers, Cathy, 82 Dome Ave., South Porcupine, ON P0N 1H0 (FSSF relation, Myrle T. "Buck" Woolman) 
Snyder, Gary and Betty Woon, 915 Saddle Drive #306, Helena, MT 59601 (FSSF relation, Dave Woon) 
St. John, Jessica, 1408 N. Mansfield Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90028 (FSSF relation, Charles F. Johnson) 
Stigall, CSM Jeffery (1st SFG(A)) 
Stiles, Maureen (FSSF relation, Jack Martin) 
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Stonehouse, D.J. 5-2 and Monica, 2560 N. Palo Verde Blvd., Lake Havasu City, AZ 86404-1250 
Story, Bill 4-2 and Dianne, 401 Belle Point Drive, Mount Pleasant, South Carolina  29464-8276 
Summersides, Jim 4-1 and Margaret, 72 Summerlea Ave., Welland, ON L3C 3E7 
Thacker, Robin, 3708 Oklahoma Drive, Rockford, IL 61108 (FSSF relation, Orrin McNally) 
Thelen, Kenneth P. 5-1, 7489 Willow Brook Dr., Spring Hill, FL 34606 
Tillack, Judy and Jim, P.O. Box 2625, Pincher Creek AB T0K 1W0 (FSSF relation, Henry Planger) 
Tomas, Rita and Michael, 103 George Henry Blvd., North York ON M2J 1G1 (FSSF relation, George Rainville) 
Trageser, MSG Jacob (5th SFG(A)) 
Valliere, Rod, 625 Place Cinquanteniare, Rowyn Noranda, QU J9X 5V7 (FSSF relation, Dan Lemaire) 
Van Egmond, Margaret, Rural NW., Lethbridge AB (FSSF relation, Jack Knight) 
Vass, LCol J.D.V. (CSOR) 
Waldron, Bill and Sonny (SFA Chapter XXXVIII) 
White, Maurice 3-1 and Elsie, 5208-109 Ave., Edmonton, AB T6A 1S1 
Whitman, Herman (SFA Chapter XXXVIII) 
Wilson, Al  6-3 and Madge, 238 Highway 1, Dundas ON L9H 5E1 
Wilson, Debra, 238 Highway 1, Dundas ON L9H 5E1 (FSSF relation, Al Wilson) 
Woolman, David & Linda, 902 Kasba Circle, 902 Kasba Circle, BC V9P 2A6 (FSSF relation, Myrle T. "Buck" Woolman) 
Woolman, Marian, Apt 8 - 31 Jack Pine Lane, Hunstville, ON T1H 1N5 (FSSF relation, Myrle T. "Buck" Woolman) 
Woolman, Steven J., 3558 Kawagama Lake Rd. P.O. Box 271, Dorset, ON P0A 1E0 (FSSF relation, Myrle T. "Buck" 
 Woolman) 
Woon, Bill and Gayle, 1330 Cayuse Rd., Helena, MT 59602 (FSSF relation, Dave Woon) 
Woon, John and Charlotte, 5815 N. Woodview Ln., Spokane, WA 99212 (FSSF relation, Dave Woon) 
Wraith, Teddy, 117-423 Pendygrasse Rd., Saskatoon, SK S7M 4Z2 (FSSF relation, Donald A. Wraith) 
Zabinsky, Joe and Sharilyn, 6996 W. Rowland Ave., Littleton, CO 80128 (FSSF relation, John N. Newman) 
Zeegers, COL Randall (20th SFG(A)) 

 

IInn  MMeemmoorriiaamm::  
 
 Our thoughts and prayers are with the families of the following men who did not make the last issue of 
the Spearhead or have died since the reunion in Helena in 2010: 
 

Leroy Clymer (HQ Co), Loveland, Ohio  Ivan Murray Ehler (1-2), Canso, Nova Scotia 
Mike Grebinsky (5-2), Calgary, Alberta  Harold J. Massie (Svc. Co.), Washington, Indiana 
A.H. Poirier (6-2), Montreal, Quebec  Aubrey Roy Spidle (6-1), Nova Scotia 
Victor Wiesenauer (6-3), Auburn, Michigan 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
 I apologize for the delay in getting this out.  Someone hacked into my email contact list and was sending 
numerous emails to everyone in my list trying to sell various items.  I deleted my contact list and hope no one 
has received anything for a few weeks now.  If you get something from me with nothing in the subject line or 
RE in the subject line, please delete it.  I responded to one sent to me and I believe that is how it started.  Thank 
you for your patience. 
 
 FSSF License Plates are available.  Price is $12.00 US and Canadian.  Contact Sam Magee at 
Strathaven Manor, 106-264 King St. E., Bowmanville, ON  L1C 1P9  (905) 419-4189 or (905) 430-8716 (FAX)
  
 If you have anything that you would like to be considered for submission in the next issue of the 
Spearhead, please provide it to me by January 15, 2011.   
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First Special Service Force Association 
65th Reunion 

August 10, 11, 12, 13, 2011 
Edmonton Mayfield Inn and Suites 

 
 The dates have been set.  It will be on Wednesday, August 10, 2011 to Saturday, August 13, 2011.  The 
location will be the Edmonton Mayfield Inn and Suites. They have been great and given us a very nice package.  
Our special room rate will be $99/night for two Queen beds.  If you want to upgrade you can book a Junior 
Suite (separate sitting room) and our price will be $139/night or you can book an Executive Suite (still larger) at 
a price of $159/night.  Check out the web site below to view the rooms and make your booking.  Be sure to tell 
them at the registration desk that you are attending the 2011 FSSF reunion. 

http://mayfieldinnedmonton.com/      1-800-661-9804 
  
 One of the things that I have arranged to include in the registration package for all registered guests 
staying at the Mayfield will be a full hot buffet (bacon, eggs, juices. muffins, fruit etc) for two people per room 
each and every morning. If there are four people per room the cost will be an extra $10/night/room. The 
Mayfield Inn & Suites is a very large hotel (over 300 rooms) that caters to conventions and reunions such as 
ours.  In fact, I was told that they have hosted several military functions in the past. They also have a year round 
dinner theatre (very good), restaurant, lounge, pub and a first class Steak House (Vic's) for those so inclined.  
  
 Needless to say, I do not have the finalized itinerary at this time but have been working with Bill 
Dickson and his friends/contacts in the Edmonton area.  In addition to talking with Bill Woon, our CEO, I have 
been speaking with Lt Col. Vass, Commander of CSOR and Major Doris Gobeil our official CSOR contact for 
the 2011 reunion.  I have also been in contact with Major Kevin Barry of the PPCLI in Edmonton who I met in 
Helena - he has been great and has agreed to help us in any way that he can.  
  
 Bill Dickson will be talking to his contacts this month and getting the word out about the reunion along 
with the basic details.  Registration forms and a more detailed itinerary will be out in subsequent issue of the 
Spearhead. I will soon be putting together a committee of local people to assist with the planning.  I have 
already had a few people come forward with ideas and offers of assistance so thanks for that.  Although I have 
not determined a registration fee at this time, the hope is to keep it similar to last year.  That, of course, will 
depend on the amount of support we get which is still TBD. 
  
 My e-mail address is brianomartini@yahoo.ca    If you have any questions please feel free to contact me.  
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This picture of Jack Knight 
firing a machine gun was 
taken by Eric Morgensen 
after the luncheon at Fort 
Henry Harrison.  Eric took 
50 pictures of just Jack and I 
am sure glad he captured this 
moment!  I hope to have 
more photos in the next issue 
of the Spearhead. 
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MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION 

 
Florida Mini-Reunion 

 
 The Florida mini-reunion will take place from February 23 to 27, 2011 (Wednesday to Sunday) at the 
Days Inn near the Florida Mall/Airport.  The following is the proposal especially prepared for the First Special 
Service Force: 
 
 The Days Inn team is excited to have the opportunity to host the First Special Service Force at the Days 
Inn Florida Mall which is only 10 minutes away form the Orlando International Airport and its central location 
puts their guests only minutes away from all the attractions and convention centers.  The Days Inn staff takes 
pride in making your stay a comfortable and relaxing one.   
 
 The group rate is $42.00 per night.  Some of the amenities are a clean comfortable room, where 
everything is in working order.  The property features top quality beds, free breakfast, free parking, refrigerators 
and microwaves in each room, in room coffee, iron and ironing boards, laundry facilities, sports bar, a fabulous 
tiki bar, complimentary airport shuttle from the Orlando International Airport, WIFI, business center, local 
phone calls and fitness room.  There is an outdoor swimming pool and kiddie pool.  Check in time is 3:00 p.m., 
if rooms are available for early check in we will be more than happy to accommodate all requests. Check out 
time is 11:00 a.m.  Extended check out time is available for an additional fee of $25.00 until 2:00 p.m. (after 
2:00 p.m. would incur full day rate).  Call the hotel today to make your reservations at (407) 855-0308. 
 

THERE IS NO REGISTRATION FEE!!!! 
 

 Please contact Fred Conrod with your information including number of people attending, the dates you 
will be attending, and with any other questions you may have at 1-954-943-1990 or 1-954-942-0761 or email 
him at fredconrod@bellsouth.net.  His mailing address is Post Office Box 5984, Lighthouse Point, Florida 
33074. 
   

ANOTHER TRIP TO ITALY 
Italy Tour May 27- June 5, 2011 

 
 Submitted by John Hart: The past Italy tours in 2008 and 2010 were incredible experiences for all who 
participated. Anyone will tell you that it is truly a Force family experience. We will tour Force sites and 
Battlefields in the Liri Valley as well as experience the traditions and culture of new and ancient Italy hosted by 
our extended Italian family and friends. The tour is open to any Forcemen, families or friends. There will 
be details in the upcoming Spearheads. Please don't hesitate to call, write or email me if you would like to know 
more at 3047 Cottonwood Way S.W., Medicine Hat Alberta T1B 4J6; (403) 526-7343; and johnhart@telus.net 
 
 Submitted by Eric Morgensen: As many of you know Ken Joyce was working on a new book about 
the Force, having much to do with the uniforms I believe.  As I have gathered many photos from so many of 
you, some of them MAY be in the book as well.  He had asked permission to use some of them if he chose to 
and those of you who were a part of that group may remember giving the permission.  How very exciting!  
Anyway, I have not yet seen the book itself but hope to have a copy soon.  If you are interested please go to 
http://www.servicepub.com/ where you can see the cover of the book and purchase it also. Big thanks to Ken 
for all his hard work in keeping the spirit of the FSSF alive!  
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